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THE COURSE OF SOVIET EXPANSION 
By William Henry Chamberlin 


One of the most important and least understood consequences of World War II was 
the removal of any effective check on Soviet expansion in the great Burasian land mass. 
This was foreseen by Field Marshal Jan Christiaan Smuts, Prime Minister of South Africa 
and one of the most astute elder statesmen of the British Empire. The following passage 
from a speech which Smuts delivered in London, on November 25, 1943, is well worth re- 
calling now, for it possesses the ring of prophetic truth: 

"Russia is the new colossus on the European continent ... With the 
others down and out and herself the mistress of the continent, her power 
will not only be great on that account, but will be still greater because 


the Japanese Empire will also have gone the way of all flesh. You will 


have Russia in a position which no country has occupied in the history of 
Europe," 


Smits understood well a point which many superficial thinkers in this country and 
in Great Britain have overlooked, The predominantly (although not invariably) defensive 
and passive character of, Soviet foreign policy between the two great wars was not a re= 
sult of the new socio-economic system in Russia, or of satiety, or of pacifist principles 

It proceeded from a shrewd and realistic appraisal of the international situation 
at that time, The Soviet Union could.mot have taken a serious aggressive step outside 
its own borders without running the risk of bringing into action a hostile coalition of 
much greater potential military iieteiasie. Japan might well have been the nucleus of 
such a coalition in the East; Germany in the West. 

But now Germany and Japan have been more than defeated. They have been pulverized 
to such a degree that neither can conceivably muster appreciable military power within 
any predictable future, And in the course of the war that ended with the defeat of the 
Axis, Europe and East Asia have been bled white, looted and gutted to such a degree that 
no Power or combination of Powers in these land areas represents a strong sciaieanieiae 
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to the Soviet Union. For Germany, moreover, the Potsdam Agreement means dissolution 
of such economic strength as was left after the fall of the Nazis. 

II 

So the stage is set for Russia to resume the process of conquest and expansion 
which has been a leitmotiv throughout its history. This process transformed the land- 
locked, semi-Asiatic principality over which Ivan the Terrible ruled in the Sixteenth 
Century into the Great Power, arbiter of Europe's destiny under Alexander I at the time 
of the Napoleonic Wars. | 

In the last quarter of the Nineteenth Century, the German and Austro-Hungarian 
Empires were a block to Russian penetration of the heart of Europe. Great Britain then 
thwarted the Russian imperial-religious dream of taking Constantinople and raising the 
Cross over the mosque that had once been Saint Sophia. [Even so, Russian expansion 
continued; Resdion armies marched to the conquest of romantic lands in the Caucasus and 
Central Asia. 

Stalin said in a widely—publicized statement of foreign policy in the early 
Thirties: "We do not want a foot of foreign soil; we shall not give up an inch of our 
own," | | 

‘The Soviet leader did wait say: "We do ant want a foot of foreign soil except 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Fastern Poland, Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina, Hastern 
Czechoslovakia, parts of Finland and East Prussia," But this is the score to date of 
outright territorial acquisitions in Europe alone, And Commnist-dominated governments 
are running the affairs of Poland, Romania, Yugoslavid, Bulgaria and Albania, 

Ill 

Soviet expansive pressure varies in intensity from time to time and from place to 
place, At the spement time there are signs of caution and reserve on the two flanks 
of Stalin's huge Eurasian empire, in eee and the Far East. aes in the southern 
Msestion, Russian diplomacy is feeling for weak points, as aie by the recent Tranian 


crisis, and by the rather too veehens anxiety to eliminate British influence in Greece, 


The Soviet Government wee the impression of playing a long-term waiting game in 


3. 


China, It is digesting the solid advantages which accrued from the Soviet-Chinese 


Treaty of August, 1945, China's shadowy legal claim to sovereignty in Outer Mongolia 
was liquidated in what must have been the model totalitarian plebiscite of all time, 
Not a single Mongol found it advisable to cast his vote against annexation to the 
Soviet Union. 

Machinery and equipment have been carried off on a large scale from Manchuria and 
Northern Korea, There are unconfirmed rumors that additional economic concessions, 
over and above the joint operation of the railway system and the privileges in the 
ports of Dairen and Port Arthur, were extracted from the Chinese Government as the 
price of permitting Nationalist troops to enter Manchuria, But there has not been, . 
and seemingly will not be, any large-scale military support of the Chinese Communists, 

Reasonably free and fair elections were held in Hungary and Austria under Russian 
occupation of the former and joint occupation in Austria. These have resulted in 
sharp political setbacks for Communism, attributable in no small measure to the undis- 
ciplined behavior of the Russian troops. Of course the Soviet military authorities 
continue to do as they please in these countries, But their willingness to permit free 
elections indicates that Hungary and Austria are not considered ripe for early Soviet- 
ization, 

Iv 

The picture changes sharply if one turns to Soviet policy in countries which face 
southward. Russian=-controlled elections in Bulgaria and Yugoslavia have been as ob- 
viously fraudulent as those in Hungary and Austria were free, Both were boycotted by 
all opposition parties. The United States has only just recognized the puppet govern- 
ment of Romania, and the case of Bulgaria is still pending. The Ethridge report on: 
the representative character of these governments, made at the request of Secretary 
Byrnes, has been withheld from the public, 

The situation in the Balkans is closely connected with recent definitely aggres- 


sive Soviet policies in Iran and Turkey. The detachment of Iranian Azerbaijan from 


the effective control of the Government in Tehran was easy, as Soviet troops were in 
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occupation of the region. | A Soviet satellite political party carried out an uprising; 
Iranian troops were not permitted to enter the region; a certain number of "reaction- 
aries" were killed; Azerbaijan became "autonomous". It is yet to be proved that the 
Iranian appeal to the Council of UNO will alter that. 

Perhaps the biggest stakes for which Soviet diplomacy is playing now are in 
Turkey, A subtle war of nerves is in operation against the Turkish Government. 

Last March the Soviet Government, after denouncing its treaty of non-aggression 
with Turkey, suggested the cession of the Kars and Ardahan districts of Asiatic Turkey 
and some more vaguely indicated changes in the status of the Dardanelles as the price 
of a new treaty. 

More recently the diplomatic offensive against Turkey was stepped up. Two Geor- 
gian savants, S, R. Djanashia and N. Berdzenishvili, suggested that 10,000 square 
miles in Asiatic Turkey be handed over to the Soviet Union, on the curious ground that 
the Georgians lost it to the Turks in the Sixteenth Century. Soviet representatives 
in Turkey took a sudden interest in the fate of the Armenians and an "Armenian national 
council" in Alexandria put forward a demand that Armenian provinces in Turkey be re- 
turned to Russia, 

The Turks have adopted an attitude more reminiscent of the Poles in 1939 than of 
the Czechs in 1938, They do not propose to give up a foot of their soil without a 
fight. And as Stalin at present clearly does not want a fight, the southward expan- 
sionist pressure has moved a little eastwards, to Iran, there to encounter the new 
obstacle of UNO, 

It seems probable that the effort to reconcile the new southward course of Soviet 
Empire with the principles of UNO will constitute ‘ major problem of Anglo-American 
diplomacy from now on, And if Russian pressure is intensified in the Near East, while 
relaxed in the Far East, the response of Western democracies might aot be uniforn, 


America is traditionally more concerned about China; Great Britain about Turkey, Iran, 


end India which lies beyond, 
eee eee eee ee eee 


- Reproduction or quotation is permitted only when credit is given to HUMAN EVENTS, Sub- 
scription for three months, $3.00; for six months, $5.50; for one year, $10.00, Foreign 
and airmail postage additional, Please remit in U.S.A. DOLLARS, 
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By Frank C. Hanighen February 6, 1946 


H A famine, even grimmer than anticipated, will stalk Europe in coming months with 
some unexpected repercussions on American consumers. This is the ominous messege of 
last Saturday's State Department broadcast which, observers agree, contained more truth 
than the too frequent provaganda. 


Eurove will be short five million tons of wheat between now and July, no matter 
how much can be rushed there. "The situation is so bad in some vlaces", enmmhasized 
Under Secretary of State Dean Acheson, "that there is only enough wheat and flour for 
a two week supply of bread." The State Devartment appeals to pmeehone to ration them- 
selves on bread to ease this situation. 

Action taken here to combat this situation may require "a return to wartime con- 
ditions in some sectors of our economy", warned the Department. Rolling stock, which 
had been expected to carry consumer goods to market, may have to be diverted to take 
wheat and coal to American ports for shipment to Burove, thereby delaying our return 
to normal consumer conditions. 


The food situation is worse in Italy than it is in Germany. The average Italian 
today is getting only 1,000 calories a day, as comoared with 1,500 a day in Germany and 
3,000 a day in the United States. Political observers do not doubt that this famine 
will have unpleasant volitical results. There are shaky cabinets in France and Italy, 
end the ravaged areas of Central Europe and the Balkans are growing restless. Such 
conditions can bring forth a new crop of Communists. Ironically, the American Govern- 
ment, while denouncing the Peron Government, makes ships available to carry the essen- 
tial Argentine wheat to Europe. 


Meanwhile Senators are renewing vressure to lift the Government's ban on vorivate 
relief and mails to Germany. It is believed that some elements in the Administration 
have not only blocked these measures of mercy but have put pressure on the British to 
withhold food which the latter would like to send to Germany. 


eeeu eR RK Kk eK RK OR eR kh OR Re OK 


Britain is considering a change in its policy on the Continent, according to an 
unpublished report rendered. President Truman by Mr. B. H. Stettinius, U.S. delegate to 
the UNO Security Council in London. The former Secretary of State has been talking with 
British leaders who exoress the following views: It is a cardinal principle of British 
policy to have one strong ally on the Continent. They would orefer to have France fill 
this role. But the political, economic and demographic condition of France is so un- 
vromising that they feel that France is not strong enough. The stubbornness of General 
de Gaulle and, since his’ retirement, the new Government's reluctance to vote Army funds 
further discourage the British about France. In this predicament, the British see only 
one alternative -- to build up Germany as a potential ally, thoroughly controlled, of 
course, by Britain. Mr. Stettinius remarked in the above-mentioned report that this 
would violate the Potsdam Agreement. 


While such a proposal may astonish some, it is wholly consistent with certain re- 
cent trends in British policy. Observers noted the formation of the outlines of such a 
policy in the historic speech of Marshal Smuts on November 25, 1943, often discussed in 
HUMAN EVENTS. On January 16, this column reported that the British are keeping intact 
the cadres of 30 German divisions in prison camps in Muenster. Finally, the British 
have waged an energetic fight in the Berlin Four Power Council in behalf of a higher 
figure for German steel production. 












xekeRea RK HKkE Rk He HH HK kK eH HH 
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Some advisers of President Truman are urging him to oust Secretary of State Byrnes 
and to replace him with James Forrestal, now Secretary of the Navy. But reliable politi- 
cal observers believe there is little likelihood of this shift in the near future. The 
President is too absorbed with the strike and OPA situation to undertake any such deli- 
cate political change. 


*seeun eR KK KH EH Hk KEK HH OK OK 


Prospects for a more democratic China became brighter last week, when the Political 
Consultation Conference embracing all political grouns agreed on steps to achieve civil 
and economic reform. While this accomplishment should not be minimized, it would be 
only prudent to point out that the solution of the two knottiest problems -- on which 
peace in China depends -- are still to be worked out: (1) the integration of the Com- 
munist armies into the national armed forces; and (2) the degree of autonomy which the 
Communist-held areas will receive. So long as one part of the country can freely use 
its armed forces against another and there is no unified military control, peace hopes 
must remain dim. As for the second point, will Nationalist China permit Communist China 
to continue suppression of democratic rights, while Communists enjoy these rights in 
Nationalist territory? Obviously the really decisive agreements are yet to be reached. 


* ke we we RK KK KR hk wk ke we we OK mk 


A prominent Eastern Democrat tells us that he finds President Truman with a changed 
attitude toward Europe: "When I saw Harry last May he scoffed at my fears of Russian 
policy. He said he thought that we had nothing to fear from Russia, but on the contrary 
we had to watch out for Britain. I had a private talk with him again last week. He's 
veered around. He complained of the trouble Russia is giving him, and he had nothing 
to say against Britain. He asked me to support the British loan on the ground that, 


unless it passed, the British Empire might collapse and then our last defense against 
Russia would be gone." ; 


cee ek kK eK Kk KK KK OK KK RK OH K 


The new Gouin Government in France has promised to abandon the generous spending 
which marked the de Gaulle régime and to launch a policy of retrenchment. French 
comment, however, shows some skepticism. L'Epoque compared the de Gaulle Government 
to a dissipated young gambler who inherits a great fortune, sells it and uses the pro- 
ceeds, not for investment for the future but to pay his political debts. Combat says 
that the Gouin Government has passed from "half measures to three-quarter measures", 
but "it is doubtful if that constitutes progress". There is a chorus of approval of 
Gouin's courageous stand, but volitical observers recall that the fate of régimes in 
similar circumstances, whether under a Bruening or a Hoover, was not happy. It is 
also noted that the Communists who understand the social dynamics of such situations, 
seemed put out by de Gaulle's sudden resignation. They fear that they may share some 
of the unoopularity which goes with a deflationary régime. The Communists have cir- 
culated stories that de Gaulle has "reculé pour mieux sauter" and will.launch a new 
party in the Spring. 


*e eee KKH He HK kK kK KK * 


In apparent confirmation of this colum's forecast (January 23) of troubles in 
Afghanistan.comes a Moscow radio broadcast (January 24) describing a "revolt" in Afghan- 
istan: "The Afghan police have recently arrested for anti-Government activities Devuty 
Premier of Afghanistan Abdurakhim Khan and a number of relatives and associates. ..«.. 
Abdurakhim Khan comes from the province of Kukhistan populated by national minorities, 
Tadjiks and others. Since his arrest two Afghan regiments have been sent to Kukhist, 
and volice contingents have been increased as clashes may take place-in -this district. 


- « - In Afghan Government circles the question of the Premier's possible resignation 
is being discussed," 


‘eek ee kk Oe Ok Om 
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Premier Tildy of Hungary may have drawn a lesson from recent American history: In 
an interview he said that the new constitution of his country would follow the French 
rather than the American model, because Hungary did not wish to place too much power 
in the hands of one man. Having rejected Soviet "democracy" at the polls, Hungary's 


leaders now have decided not to copy American democracy because they consider it in- 
sufficiently responsive to the popular will. 


eee ek eH HK KK kK RK kK Rh Ok OR 


Certain German Foreign Office memoranda, annotated by Ribbentrop, were found 

among archives captured by our Army in Germany and now lie in a Washington file, marked 
"secret" and likely to remain so as long as our present volicy of avneasement of Russia 
continues. The documents reveal the true story of the Ribbentrop-Molotov negotiations 
in 1940. They show that, in the summer of 1940, Russia and Germany made an agreement, 
in principle, to divide important areas traditionally regarded as the preserves of the 
British Empire. Germany recognized Iran and India as Russia's sphere of influence; 
Russia recognized the Mediterranean and Africa as Germany's sphere; and the Near East 


and the Balkans were left for further discussion, which finally took place during 
Molotov's visit to Berlin in November, 1940. 


At that historic meeting, Molotov startled Ribbentrop and Hitler by the follow- 
ing demands, on which he would not compromise: (1) An undefined Russian interest in 
Yugoslavia; (2) A ore-eminent and exclusive Russian position in both Romania and 
Bulgaria; (3) Russian air bases at the Dardanelles. 


These demands angered Hitler, since he regarded all this area as within his 


sphere. The meeting ended in a deadlock. Ribbentrop's annotations indicate that the 
Russian pretensions led to Hitler's decision to attack Russia. 


The documents throw light on Russian policy today. They make it abundantly clear 
that present Russian volicy is but a continuation of that pursued six years ago; that 
Britain, in view of Russia's agreement to take Iran and India under its wing, has more 
ground for suspicion of Russia than vice versa; that Russia was obviously out to di- 
vide the three old continents on a purely imperialistic basis, at a time when American 
Communists were calling Britain's war against Germany an "imperialistic struggle"; 
finally, that the German attack on Russia did not inspire present Russian policy of 


expansion, so often excused as a natural desire to provide protective territory against 
another attack. 





* ek Kk ek KK KH KK K KR RK Kk Rk 


The dissenting opinion of Mr. Justice Rutledge, in the Yamashita case, has a 
direct and very significant bearing on the Nuremberg trials. "It is not in our tra- 
dition", said Justice Rutledge, "for anyone to be charged with crime which is defined 
after his conduct, alleged to be criminal, has taken vlace". 


As many lawyers have been prompt to note, this attack on the practice of ex post 


facto law is inferentially an attack on the very basis of the legal case laboriously 


built up against Hitler's henchmen at Nuremberg. Indeed, the implied criticism of the 
Nuremberg proceedings is the stronger because these are supposed to be civil in 
character while the Yamashita case was tried before a military tribunal. 


Since the American prosecutor at Nuremberg is Supreme Court Justice Robert 4. 
Jackson, it is now confirmed that the highest judicial tribunal is split wide open on 
the question of the legality, as well as of the political desirability, of the war 
crimes prosecutions. eee 


eke eRe HK Ke KH KK KK RH RH 
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NOTES AND QUOTES 


The Swiss Basler Nationalzeitung (January 8) says: “Never before in history have 





the peoples of continental Burope been so dependent upon one another as today. Unless 
the gaping void, which is called Germany, is filled, all of us, whether large or small, 


will have to suffer to a degree much more catastrophic than after the First World War, 
when the Russien economy ceased to be a factor." 


xk kh ke ew hk we ee me wk we ok ke me mk 





George Orwell in the London Tribune (December 28, 1945) forecasts world events 
in the year 1946, under the title of "Old George's Almanac": 





"International Relations. . .. The international situation will continue to i 
deteriorate. ... The governing fects will be that no one intends to surrender sover- i 
eignty and no one is yet ready for another war, and the general tendency will elways 
be towards 'zones of influence’ and away from co-operation. . .. There will be more 
end more tendency for the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. to do a deal at the expense of Bri- 
tain, the general terms of the bargain being American non-interference in Europe and 4 
the Middle East in return for Russian non-interference in China and Japan. ... The 
Dardanelles will pass under Russian control. 





"“Britsin. No improvement in the conditions of daily life. ... Towards the end 
of the year the Opposition will begin to gain ground in by-elections, but there will 
be no come-back by the Conservatives. Instead there will appear a small but fairly 


active fascist movement, manned largely by ex-officers, and there will be symotoms of 
a serious split in the Labour Party. 


"Germany. Stagnation enlivened by banditry. At some time in the year the Allies 
will decide that Germany is a liability and begin a drive to restore the industrial 
plant which they have previously dismantled. The Czechs will also readmit some of the 
Germans whom they have expelled. A powerful Resistance movement will grow up, led at 
first by ex-Nazis but drawing into it former anti-Nazis ... By the end of the year 


the majority of Germans will look back on the Nazi régime with regret. There will be 
renewed rumours that Hitler is alive. ... 


"To those who just can't face the future without a cheer-up message to aid them, 
I present this consideration: that even if everything I have predicted comes to 
pass -- yes, and a lot of other horrors that I didn't get round to mentioning -- 1946 
will still be appreciably better than the last six years." 


eee eR KH HH HER HK RH Re OK 


The Japanese, with their polite questions offer the most devastating comment on 
the Roosevelt-Stalin deal at Yalta which gave Port Arthur and the Kuriles to Russia. 
A New York Times dispatch from Tokyo (February 1) says: "One question most frequently 
asked by the Japanese -- at present fumbling with the establishment of a democratic 
system here -- is how, under American democracy, the Yalta agreement was possible. i 
One Japanese who lived for some time in the United States told this correspondent: at 
'We are used to important decisions being made without consulting the people but we 
did not understand that this could be done under the United States system'." Anda 
Japanese book publisher writes to a friend of this column: "I find it surprising how 
the terms democracy and liberalism are being understood in this country, as so many 
abuses and crimes have been committed in the name of liberty, so many unreasonable acts 
being dared in the name of democracy. I am anxious to publish a series of good authen- 
tic books on democracy and liberalism either for translation or for references. Will 
you be good enough to select a few on the subject and oblige me by sending them airmail." 








ee ee RHeEHe HER EHR EH KK OH OH 
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